Grace White Barn Inn & Spa Appoints New Executive Chef
The Iconic Relais & Châteaux Property in Kennebunk, Maine
Appoints New Executive Chef

April, 2018 (Kennebunk, ME): Grace Hotels (www.gracehotels.com), the award-winning
luxury hotel group, announces the appointment of culinary and Relais & Châteaux veteran
Matthew Padilla as Executive Chef at Grace White Barn Inn & Spa and the acclaimed White Barn
Restaurant.
Overseeing all of the culinary operations and programming at Grace White Barn Inn & Spa,
Padilla is bringing his passion for seasonal cooking and embracing local purveyors to the property,
where he aims to create exquisite food that entices guests to return for more. In his new role,
Padilla is taking extra care to preserve the beloved, traditional dishes that The White Barn
Restaurant is known for, while seamlessly weaving in contemporary, innovative menu items.
With an affinity for indigenous ingredients, Padilla is excited to be sourcing the freshest seafood,
vegetables, and meats straight from the docks, farms, and beyond, and incorporating them into
his weekly menu.
“I am thrilled to bring my enthusiasm for coastal cuisine to my new role at Grace White Barn
Inn & Spa,” said Padilla. “I have a lot of new ideas to evolve the property’s food and beverage
program, while still remaining loyal to its deep and celebrated roots, and I look forward to
bringing our guests along on this journey. I hope each of them, familiar and new, will enjoy this
next chapter at our historic property alongside my team and myself.”
A true culinary connoisseur, Padilla joins the Grace family from fellow Relais & Châteaux
property, The Inn at Dos Brisas in Washington, TX, where he served as Executive Chef.

Previously, he oversaw the fine dining restaurant at The Little Nell, also in the Relais & Châteaux
family, in Aspen, CO. Padilla has cooked his way through the western United States, having
worked and apprenticed at some of the country’s top restaurants in Tucson, AZ and San
Francisco, CA, including Michael Mina’s eponymous flagship Michelin-starred restaurant. In
between his Arizona and California jaunts, Padilla spent several months training in Copenhagen,
Denmark at the renowned restaurant, Noma. After several years of working inland, Padilla is
thrilled to be returning to the coast to enjoy the New England cuisine and lifestyle.
Padilla received his education at Johnson & Wales Culinary School in Denver, CO, where he was
trained in fine dining techniques with French and Italian influences. One of his greatest
accomplishments is working alongside Chef Ron Siegel, to whom he accredits his style of
simplicity, showcasing ingredients, and embracing the chef and farmer relationship.
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About Grace White Barn Inn & Spa
Built in the 1860s in seaside Kennebunk, ME, and in operation since 1973, Grace White Barn Inn
& Spa is a charming country inn offering luxurious accommodations year-round and awardwinning gourmet dining. The 26-room inn features rooms, suites, waterfront cottages, an
outdoor swimming pool and convenient access to fine shops and art galleries in Kennebunk and
neighbouring Kennebunkport. The inn also offers an array of luxury spa services to be enjoyed
in spa treatment suites, including signature treatments, massages, facials and body treatments.
Grace White Barn Inn & Spa is a member of Relais & Chateaux.
About Grace Hotels
Grace Hotels (www.gracehotels.com) is an award-winning luxury hotel group that offers
sanctuary and quality for discerning guests in the world’s most sought-after resorts and cities.
The company’s hotels have attracted critical acclaim since the first opened in Greece’s Cyclades
Islands in 2007. Each hotel is a wholly authentic expression of its locality, allowing guests to enjoy
a true immersion in local culture with an experience incorporating both tradition and modernity.
Gastronomy is an integral part of all hotels, with menus showcasing the finest local ingredients
combined with international touches. Grace Hotels is part of the Libra Group, an international
business group owned by the Logothetis family.
Grace Mykonos, Grace Santorini (Greece)
Grace Mayflower Inn & Spa, Grace White Barn Inn & Spa, Grace Vanderbilt (United States)
Grace Cafayate (Argentina)
***
Opening soon:
Grace Marrakech (Morocco)
Grace St. Moritz (Switzerland)
La Dolfina Grace (Argentina)
Grace Kalamata, Grace Kea (Greece)

